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THE QUAKERS' SPLENDID WORK AT
KNOCKALOE

{mmense Quantities of Goods Made at the Camps
Prisoners Saved from Despair and Madness

I} A Toeent article i the “‘Hxaminer' re-

Lol the story of the native Qupkers who
Tved mo the Isle of Moo durng  (he
litter part of the seventeenth: centory,
of the bitter, relentless ]wrmut{ml. wliels
e little bond endured, of the constiney
and meekness: with th::l: they uphEIr_t
Yl prineiples of telighunts freedom,  Tle
present article will twl, practically for
thir fiest 1ime, the story nf anather ‘i'lllnl,i
0 of Omikers who settled in the Isle
ol M during | the pnml of the Great
War, of the noble work 10 the canse of
Clirfst  and  of  their fellow-mpriais
which tligy puﬁmuul ammong the Gors
mian s Hungunn:l and Tm'h;m prison-
vra kopit caplive ot Knockaloe l._.uﬂly for
aver four yedrs, and of the prtent mifu-
Lunﬂw]tl]mh 1?&3.& exerted towinls !hif::—
comeiliiition of the paces d u:

) the terrilie confliet w]unhm el

Hit nu-ut:r |w %’t the r.-llvlhnﬂ yqﬂﬂ
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comething  of  what hapnened “hehind
the barbed wire, in that citv of wooden
hats  whose  occupants  temporavily  in-
creased the Island's population by half.
There were on the Isle of Man at that
time, in short, considerably more men
ineide the barbed wire than outside it.
Knockaloe was much the largest camp
provided for the reception of civilion
enemy aliens in  the British Isles: it
corresponded very closely to that other
historic camp at Ruhleben, near Rerlin,
“lust as the name of the racecourse at

Ruhleben  hecame  painfully familiar to
most Enwelish folk during the war, so
the name of a little farmhouse near Peel,
11 the Isle of Man, was to be heard on
the lins of manyv thonsands in Germany,
as well as im sad homes in most of the
Jaree towns in Enegland.” :
The Friends' HRmergency Committee
for the assistance of persons of alien
birth resident in England, and plunged
into distress by the ounthreak of -wh_i'_.
vas formed in "-‘&{*ntemher w1y, amil
first printed anpeal bore the mames nf|
many hnq:mreﬂ leaders in religions and
political life, beginning with that of the
Archbishon of Canterbury, 111& move-
ment had  the approval and sapport of
ﬁl& Gnvemmenl: from beginning to end.
M‘i s Thomas,
“Wiﬂl E'gﬂgbm man of nhev:
ing the comntands ‘of Christ in Teat-
ment ,,“f one's enf-:rmes ana 1t- s
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Late in St. Stephen's House, a haildong |

!mt the Westminster Embankment, near
Qeotland  Yard—hence  the title of he
ook, The first task which the come
mitlee set themselves was that of hringe-
ing fngneial aid 1o the homes of Cier-
3 mnns, Austrians, Hunearians, and eier
enemy aliens who had been cast o0 o f
emplovment hecanse of the war, asd of
making  themselves  friends and ¢orne
sellors to Germans—we shall henoeforsh
vse that name to designate enemy aluns
o. all nationalities—who were onuly 'n
I'ngland  temporarily, and had  Twen
canght unawares.  Originally, the Jreator
part of the committee's ENeTEIes Wers oN-
pended upon women and children—s«nme
times the British wives, and Britisa bean
children, of Germans—but as the poir
of interning civilian aliens was adopled
and develoned, the care of the impriz el
men became a very important branch of
the work, and several chapters in this
hook deal wholly with the subject of the
ivternment  camps, e chapter—
written by Mr W, R, Hughes—is snecifical-
Jv entitled “Knockaloe and Ruhleben.”

The Triends' FEmergency Comuntiee
aeattered their seeds of kindness in all
tlie internment camps, civilian and mili-
tery, which  were  established up and
;-gfj?i? ‘the comntry, but their sympathies
“were gained at a very early stage by the
vrisoners in Knockaloe,  Knockaloe, as
Mr Hughes says, was by far the largest
“of the camps for civilians; it contained
| meat of H“_" poor men; and ‘11 was  far
]J': v, f:_‘?_‘?_-.h“-t'__the_ men could not receive
| their wives and children. Tq
11, a wery '_qupﬁ:. Was e
s Ytravelling
ol 4
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[Tumanity which characterised the admini-
jatmhun al Kuockaloe—Mr Huehes repro-
duces n overy kindly and  gentlemanly
letter  sent  to the prisoners at Xmus,
1ab, by the late Col. Panzera, then com-
mandant i vlmrge—hiﬁ inevitably a life
of cnpti'gri’hv is n very dreary one. These
mien, as is remarked, were shut out of
11+ world for over four years; they were
Cseparated from  their families, and torn
smm from all their former oeenpations
Cundl interests in Jife; and the perpetual
Cinactivity and aimlessness of their exist-
enee n-mtvd on the brain and on the

sptrit,

"BARBED WIRE DISEASE."

Mr  Hughes  expresses  the situation
thns :—

”T‘.he condition of mind resulting from
lomg internmient was a dangamuq one,
ated many of the prisoners were in con-
siant dread of losing their reason.  Al-
though the number of complete mental
hreakdowns  was  less  than had hﬂt‘n
feared, an abnormal condition of min
nnid M nerves was very prevalent, m;?l
eondition has heen lnhell,ed ‘harbed wu‘q,
tlmea‘su' by the medical men of Hurope,

1 the term found its way into our
tmmnfs thrrmg the war. Dr.
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lietisible still, A proportion of them
were therefore emploved in agriculture,
roadmaking, and so on; but it is the
ctown  of the Onaker committee’s
Tihovrs that they provided this remedy
for thousands and thousands of men in

|!l lie British internment camps in ceneral,

and at Knockaloe in particnlar.  One of

(their workers, Mr James T, Baily, whe

wis by profession g teacher of handi-
Ernfts.h visited Knockaloe duoring  his
summer vacation in 1015, and he offered
the committee his full-time services, and
olitained his temporary release from the
cdueation authority with whom he had
heen umpleyl:d He was given the title
ol industrial adviser to the committee,
and later an, when the Manx Govern-
nent  accepted the responsibility  for
superyising this department, as well as
the others, of the camp activities, he was
formally appointed the Government’s in-
dustrial superintendent.  Finally the stafl
was inereased to five men, four of whom
Lrought their  families ttan Jive in Peel.

In cach of the twenty-three compo :
e Gmmml hnﬂ I',ttt a lam lm'r




1 Not g few Manx residents will fiuye
Seen specimens of the useful ang orna.
mental articles manufactired by the Ger.
‘man prisoniers in both the Dounglas and
' Knockaloe camps,  In the Douglas cumy,
it shanld he explained, the work Wil
| organised by the  commandant and
officers themselyes; an outstanding illye-
tration was the hrush factory at Castle
Hill. At Knockploe, “there were, for
example, dainty little  animals of all
kinds, made .ﬁgﬁua“ ctittlefish  moulds,
Ifﬂled with nw[t‘iﬂ ‘silver paper,’ wh:c:h'
:;Hldmn were set to ‘work to collect all
“over the country, And ‘oh, how we tired
| of boxes and hones! hnxea of every
'I size, shape, colour, and design arrived
eidlessly ; innumerable shinbones of heef
were transformed into elaborately-carved
vases, or ¢ut into <ections and fashioned
into napkin rings. At the other end of
the scale, there were most intricate carv-
ings and mechanical models, and private
orders were beantifully exeented, even to
the extent of several snites of forni-
ture .. ., , . Amonirst  some  of
the m:cugxtmns thus, provided were the
Makjng' f dolls’ wigs, the construction
of some of the Montessori &ﬂugatjom‘.l_
material, and the assembling and painting
~of small model ships and railway trains,
The most considerable amount of work,
however, was piovided for the watche
Makers. of ﬂn tﬁ&rnwm latgn. num-
her in camp, and the hasket ‘makers,
-’nmre wasre %rév 1:1:&:; ‘iikl’l!aﬂ Mﬂk&h

ructors for otﬁers and ﬁnaﬂy a
ed P;Hm were kﬂnk hnﬁy in tuming
: ._d -&?Eﬂ}" m .5"]"1'& ghape .




| ings out of old, and bears g
'mark  the Three Legs of Man-—stock-

8 its trade-

imped proper!”
The internees were also employed to

Imakﬂ boots, hosiery, ete,, for the German

women and children who were daily De-
ing relieved from the committee’s hend-
quarters at St Stephen’s House; they
made  bed-tables,  leg-rests, t_l‘ﬂt{:htﬁ,
walking-sticks with rubber tips, etc., for
the camp hospitals; and Dr, Markel, the
head of a central organisation which sup-
plied comforts to the camps in all
countries, obtained a large stock of tooth-
brushes made with the help of an ingen-
ious machine devised by an engineer in-
terned at Knockaloe.

KNOCKALOE GOODS SOLD ALI, OVER
THE WORLD,

The disposal of the immense amount
ot commodities created by the industry
of the war prisoners greatly taxed the
committee’s  energy  and  ihgennity.
Some of the goods, notably articles of
clothing, were utilised in the camp it-
self ; but the conditions .on which the
goods were allowed to be sent out of the
cemn were  that  they should not  he
publicly advertised for sale, and should
not be disposed of to any manufacturer

it shopkeeper—in plain words, that this
~emploving  of aliens should not throw

British  workers out of employment,
Many drticles were disposed of in
America, through the assistance of a
Prisoners of War Relief Committee
fﬁﬂm in New York; the late Crown
s of Sweden interested hersell
fn.ﬂnn canse, and arganmedl (33
ales in S :




A Wlm‘kﬂ]l{}p was  set up, and Material
acquired, and  {he prisoners | laboured
with  a willing and understnnﬂiug Cor
operation, for the purpose of making
furniture  which  dispossesesse French
peasants might use in the new homes
built to replace those destroyed during
military operations. These homes them.
selves, admittedly of a temporary nature,
were erected by the FPriends’ War Vie-
tims Relief Committee working  in
France, and at the time this book was
published, about 150 kitchen tables, with
some dozens of dressers and cupboards,
were being used in French homes as the
result of the work of Germans who had
been interned at Knockaloe. Unhappily,
this noble practical proof of reconcilia-
tion was only begun in the final vear of
"tlie war,

A similar work was done elsewhere than
among the male aliens confined in the
camps, and large guantities of clothing
were produced for the benefit of refugees
driven almost destitute of clothing from
French homes. “These German tailors,”
comments Mr Maleolm Quin, another
comtributor to this book, “were now em-
ployed by one of the enemies of Germany
in rendering services to another enemy,
so that the singular and moving spee-
tacle was afforded of three combatant
countries which were at that moment
carrying on an awfnl enterprise of
slanghter and destrnetion onc against

another, comrades in a work of goodwill
amnd succour,”

THE GERMANS WERE DOING THE
SAME FOR OUR MEN.
REPRISALS OF KINDNESS, AS WELL




nssistanice by gifts of books for their
library, seattered over Germany  p ype-
anest o their friends to do the like for
the German camps, Tt gecms fairly ver-
twin that one effect of the worlk of the
Friends' Tmergency  Committee among
Cinterned aliens and pisoners of war was
to henefit men in the internment campa
in Germany to a greater extent than
ceunld  have  been done  be any direct
means that were oven to ns."—<The coms
mittee give an instance of how an Arts
and  Seience Tnion formed among  the
Eritish peisoners at Ruhleben  received
numerous gifts or loans of materinl, in-
cluding valuable scientific apparatus and
technical hooks, from some of the hest-
known mlentmta and scientific firms in
Germany. A committee similar to this
very - committee formed by the Iriends
was set up in Berlin, and a constant cor-
respondence was maintaned between the
two.

WERE BRITISH PRISONERS ILI-
TREATED IN GHERMANY ?

AN mtnm‘nmrm OF WAR
r mamcmnm "

’_-

_every country dnrinz
;ﬂu ép_pelieve that they




.'ﬁﬂ;m the weneral, ‘and where are they 7’
1 have so many  thousand at my hotel.*
Ihe general rang for an orderly and gave
him instroetions.  Then, turnine to the
American, he said, ‘T will keeo this cony
! have jnst sent a man to destroy all the
otliers: that is just the sort of informa-
tion which we do not w"' sh our people to
Gﬁ;ﬂﬂll’ e
MUCH DEPENDED ON THE
COMMANDANT,

“it is Erue,"'aﬂm:ts Mr Hughes, “‘that
cur country has much to be proud of in
its ;ttecﬂrd of dealing with prisoners,
.-wlur:!z is cleaner, so far as we can
judge, than that of any other Furopean
belligerent country, To the honour-
able and g'enth:'nmnhf attitude of our au-
tnnritl&s and officers, and their desire to
play fa,tr in this part of the game of ’
war, we can testify from intimate know-
ledge. Butl the same q ire to play fai
niaked us also bound to say at on
that the same good spirit was shown,
m the whole, in the administration of
the German camp svstem, We have al-
wavs heen impressed by the simularity
of the stories told by interned men on
iu;:th [iﬂlﬁs If the commandant of “the
camp rimm?ed to be a hard and unsym-
pathetic man, the life of the rfsnnlem-
was 1 more miserable than it 1%}3,-
. hn‘#; Deen; m‘td tha ﬂnme ﬁ




due to the actual shortage of food in the
‘cnuntr}'. We hardly realise vet what
ditheulties in feeding itself the German
nation went through, particularly in
1917; and we could hardly expect the
people to give prisoners more than they
1ad themselves. The position of the
Biitish prisoners, as a whole, hecame
eusier as the war went on, owing to the
great sapplies of food sent in parcels
from this country. The position of the
Russian and Serbian prisoners, who re-
ceived mo such parcels, was far more
pitiable.” Part of the duties of the
German relief committee already de-
scribed was to furnish food parcels to
prisoners in German camps who had re-
ceived none from home,
~ We have quoted sufficiently to show
that the book is full of interest to Manx
liwpla and to lwmmane and Christian
ﬁ&ﬂﬂle the world over. Tt is il'ustrated,
ﬂ}e way, with several nhntogranhﬁ
n t‘iﬂmmﬁe The book is ob-
from  the Triends’ Bookshon,
te, _Lonéan E.C. 2. at the
shillinigs, with an extra




